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EIT Health announces €4 million in
funding for ideas to transform
European healthcare
New ‘Wild Card’ initiative will invest in high-risk, innovative ideas in Artificial Intelligence
(AI)/big data and antibiotic resistance
•
•
•

Entrants will be shortlisted for 2018 tournament; winning teams will be selected
for financial backing and business support
Jorge Fernández, EIT Health Innovation Director: “We are looking for the
biggest, brightest minds.”
Applications open on 10 January 2018.

As part of its new ‘Wild Card’ initiative, EIT Health has announced €4 million in funding for
entrepreneurs, data/IT experts and researchers with ideas to transform European healthcare. EIT Health
is supported by the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT), a body of the European
Union.
EIT Health will award teams with financial backing, as well as support from EU business organisations,
research bodies and universities to develop their ideas to quickly and tangibly address challenges in
European healthcare.
To be in with a chance of funding, applicants must submit a proposal for either the SMART HEALTH
AI/big data challenge or FIGHT BACK antibiotic resistance challenge.
SMART HEALTH sets applicants the task of
building new solutions that utilise Artificial
Intelligence to quickly interpret large,
unstructured data sets, allowing
healthcare professionals across the EU to
improve patient care.
FIGHT BACK challenges applicants to build
innovative solutions that tackle the
growing problem of antibiotic resistance,
both in terms of raising awareness and
enabling new processes and
methodologies across EU healthcare.
The challenges are based on proposals from EIT Health Partners, who were consulted for their ideas. EIT
Health Partners and some of Europe’s top incubators are among an impressive group of organisations
who will provide support to the winning projects over the course of two years.
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The winning ideas will be ambitious and address a real need in European healthcare. Applicants are
strongly encouraged to focus on applied research with real commercial potential and tangible results.
The competition is open to individuals or small teams (with a maximum of three people) from all
backgrounds across the EU. Shortlisted candidates will be invited to compete in a final tournament in
mid-2018. The two winning teams will be supported for 24 months, starting in October 2018.
Commenting, Jorge Fernández, Innovation Director at EIT Health and coordinator of the Wild Card
programme, said: “Wild Card is looking for innovative, risk-taking game changers who have radical ideas
for the future of healthcare in the EU. We believe these ideas are out there right now. Wild Card wants
to bring them into the light and give them the financial, business and research supports necessary to
flourish.
“Our two challenges tackle some of the most pressing healthcare problems in Europe: the problem of
data and antibiotic resistance. Mobile technology allows us to monitor biometric data in real time. For
patient diagnosis and treatment, this has the potential to be revolutionary—but the sheer amount of it
is hard to properly analyse and use in an effective way. AI can help to unlock this potential, and pave the
way for more personalised healthcare solutions.
“Antibiotic resistance is a grave concern. If our current treatments fail, old, dangerous diseases could
return, and simple hospital procedures will again carry a great degree of risk. We need to fight it now,
and that will require pan-EU collaboration, greater public awareness and using technology in innovative
ways.”
“Wild Card is looking for the biggest, brightest minds. We welcome entries from any individual or team
with a passion for healthcare transformation.”
Applications can be submitted via wildcard.eithealth.eu from 10 January 2018. The deadline for
applications is 17:00 CET, 9 March 2018. More information can be found on the Wild Card FAQ page.

Background
About EIT Health: EIT Health is one of the largest healthcare initiatives worldwide. Its goal is to
sustainably advance the fundamentals of healthcare and thus promote suitable future conditions for
healthy living, active ageing and improved wellbeing of people across Europe. EIT Health leverages the
expertise of around 150 member organisations from the pharma, diagnostics and med tech fields,
payers, insurers, research institutions and universities. As one of the EIT’s Knowledge and Innovation
Communities (KICs), the initiative benefits from some of the world’s best-in-class academic and research
organisations and offers both higher education and business expertise. By investing in Europe’s best
entrepreneurial talents and ideas, EIT Health fosters the development and commercialization of smart
product and service solutions in the health sector, addressing the challenges posed by demographic
change and ageing societies.
Headquartered in Munich (Germany), EIT Health has six co-location centres in London (UK/Ireland),
Stockholm (Scandinavia), Barcelona (Spain), Paris (France), Mannheim and Heidelberg
(Germany/Switzerland) and Rotterdam (Belgium/Netherlands), as well as regional “EIT Health InnoStars”
clusters consisting of industry partners, academia, and health providers linked to seven regions in six
countries – Croatia, Hungary, Poland, Portugal, Italy and Wales.
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EIT Health – Making healthy lives a reality for all
For more information visit:
www.eithealth.eu
http://wildcard.eithealth.eu/

Follow us on Twitter:
@EITHealth
@Wildcard_EITH
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